Montana professors earn community-based fellowships by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
7-13-1998 
Montana professors earn community-based fellowships 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Montana professors earn community-
based fellowships" (1998). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 15494. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/15494 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
« Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
is release is available electronically on INN (News Net).”
July 13, 1998
Contact: Kathleen Humphries, director, Faculty Fellows Program, (406) 243-5177. 
MONTANA PROFESSORS EARN COMMUNITY-BASED FELLOWSHIPS 
MISSOULA -
Seven professors from around Montana have been awarded one-year fellowships, worth about 
S3,500 each, to support academic teaching and research projects that will address a wide range of 
community needs while helping instill an ethic of public service in participating college students.
The professors have become faculty fellows in a program funded by a Corporation for National 
Service grant. The program awards fellowships to professors who are committed to service learning 
and who develop innovative community service projects or do community-based research. The Faculty 
Fellows Program is administered by the Montana Campus Compact, a consortium of 11 Montana 
colleges and universities established to promote public sendee as a necessary component of higher 
education. The compact is based at The University of Montana-Missoula.
Professor Vicki Watson, who teaches environmental studies at UM in Missoula, received a 
fellowship to help her and her students continue to provide technical assistance to watershed protection 
groups around Montana. UM social work Professor Cindy Garthwait will use her fellowship to teach a 
course on aging that involves her students researching the various factors enabling older people to 
thrive. Students will interview nursing home residents in Missoula and help develop an assessment 
model to help nursing home professionals identify and understand the difficulties facing these 
residents.
Clara Beier, a professor of education at Western Montana College of The University of
-more-
Montana in Dillon, has received a fellowship to expand an after-school tutoring program in Dillon that 
matches teachers-in-training with local school children who need reading tutors. Judy Ulrich, also of 
WMC, received a fellowship to support a new course called Youth Drama Leadership. Education and 
liberal arts students will design and direct community-based drama activities for teenagers in a year- 
round workshop that will focus on real-life issues.
Jennifer Vadeboncoeur, a professor of education at Montana State University-Bozeman,
received a fellowship for a project that pairs teachers-in-training with students who have been labeled
✓
“at risk” at the Bridger Alternative School in Bozeman. The education students will act as mentors and 
tutors to the high school students while gaining valuable experience in a culturally diverse classroom.
A service-learning expert, Vadeboncoeur will serve as this year’s senior faculty fellow.
Carol Green, an education professor at MSU-Northem in Havre, will use her fellowship to 
support a new' after-school literacy program that helps local elementary school students improve their 
reading skills. Education students will provide tutoring, as well as recruit and train volunteers from the 
community to become tutors.
Chris Gray, a computer science professor at the University of Great Falls, will use his 
fellowship to help the Guardian Ad Litem program of Great Falls update its computer system. The 
program supplies court-appointed volunteers to advocate for children whose custody is being 
determined by the legal system. Gray will design and manage a Web page, as well as train employees 
and volunteers to use new software.
Faculty Fellows Program Director Kathleen Humphries said this year’s fellows are a diverse 
group in terms of their academic disciplines, service-learning contacts and experience. She said they 
will bring an excellent mix of knowledge and skills to the program.
“I am excited to be able to build on the program with this group of fine academics from
FACFELLO.RL.wpd — 2
-more-
FACFELLO.RL -  3
Montana’s institutions of higher education,” Humphries said. “Their proposed projects are excellent. 
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